424   A SHORT HISTORY OF THE BRITISH ARMY
for the sake of giving aid to Greece, on our over-bold autumn 1941
offensive in Cyrenaica, on the dispatch of new and untrained forces
to Burma and Malaya in the winter of 1941-2, on the useless
expenditure of strength in the attempt to hold the Dutch East
Indies in the spring of 1942, and on the deficiencies of our leadership
in the Gazala campaign in the following summer. It may be replied
that the opposite course of action would in almost all these cases
have equally given rise to criticism ; that the prime cause not only
of our Gazala defeat, but of all our other failures, must be sought in
the fact that our generals, as so often before, were compelled to
try to make bricks without straw, and that it was unfair to expect
them always to prove equal to this thankless task. As against their
few failures, moreover, must be set a series of highly creditable
achievements, which made reputations for Wavell, Wilson, Platt
and Cunningham, and showed the promise of many young com-
manders, such as Alexander, Mountbatten, and Slim, who in the
next three years were leading architects of our future victories.
Above all, credit for our survival in these first three unhappy years
of the Second World War must be given to the British fighting men
of all three Services, and not least to the British soldier and his
brethren of the Commonwealth and of India who, through all
vicissitudes of fortune and under the most variegated and dis-
heartening handicaps, fought stubbornly on in hope of the eventual
coming of better times.